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The Objeftion againſt our Ordination in the 
Church of England, as eftabliſh'd by Law, 
according to my beſt Apprehenſion, is this. 


Hat whereas our firſt Liturgies after the Re- 
1 formation, in the Form preſcribd for the Or- 
* dination of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, ap- 
pointed not the Biſhop ordaining to fignifie in the 
words of Ordination, for the fake of what Ofice the 
Perſons ordained were to receive the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that Particular being ſince added, as it ſeems to ac- 
knowledge a former Omiſſion, ſo it leaves a large 
Chaſme between thoſeRzghtly and Canonicaly ordain'd, 
and thoſe who were not ſo, to the utter Nu/ity of 
our Orders ; that Addition made to our late Rituals 
not being ſufficient to repair the former defet. For 
Inſtance ; Tho Arch-hiſhop Cranmer might be Canonis 
cally ordain'd himſelf, and ſo might rightly ordain 
Others ; yet thoſe ſo ordain'd by him, or his fellow 
Biſhops ordaining Dr. Matthew Parker only by the de- 
feitive Reform'd Service-Book, Parker was really no 
Biſhop, and ſo thoſe afterwards ordain'd by him were 
no true Biſhops, Prieſts or Deacons. Becauſe none 
can confer that power on another, which he never had 
really in himſelf ; which, if true, the whole Eng/iſh 
Hierarchy falls to the ground. 
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Anſwer. 


His Objection looks ſomewhat plauſibly at 
firſt, and had it any thing of real Weight in 
it, would be much more pertinent than the ſo often 
alledg'd and baffled Romance of the Nags-head Ordina- 
tion ; but if duly conſidered, has nothing of Solidity in 

it: For 
I. It takes for granted what we deny, and what 
thoſe of the Roman Church upon their own Principles 
can never prove, viz. That Orders are a Sacrament . 
Three things, ſays Merbeſius, a late and well approvd 
Writer of that Communion, ought to 
Tria ad veri Sacramenti eſſentiam con- concur to the Being of a true Sacra- 
curred Nene Fronilio ment ; Firſt, @ Promiſe of Grace to 
| liqu-.. ile cum preſcripra verbo- be deriv'd fr om it : Second! 5 ſame 
PV H = yum von = ſenſible Sign, with a preſcrib'd form 
] MEbcatur. 2 Denique Divinum Man- of Words, which ſhould be made uſe 
datum, quo Chriſtus hujuſmodi Sacra- of as a Mean or Tuſtrument whereby to 


mentum, fidelibus vel omnibus vet alt- a . 
quibus adminiſtrari juſlerit. Ben, Aer- app ly the P romiſe 7 and Thir dly, 


beſ. Sum. Chriſt þ. 3. 4:4: fome Divine Command, by which 
/ 8 . Chriſt has enjoyu'd the adminiſtrati- 
| on of ſuch a Sacrament, either to the whole Body, or ſome 
a particular member of the Faithful. Now it will be ex- 
kc tream difficult to diſcover all theſe Circumſtances in 
op) that which they call the Sacrament of Orders : For 
ſhould we grant, that by them Grace s deriv'd to the 
4 Perſen Ordain'd, or ſhould we own a Command of Chriſt 
for the Collation of Orders, yet where's that ſet Farm of 
words appointed by Chriſt himſelf for the Adminiſtration 
of this Sacrament. In Baptiſm we have the words of 
Inſtitution indeed, and thoſe retain'd throughout the 
Univerſal Church, without any conſiderable Variati- 
on :; 
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(3) 
on ; In the Euchariſt we have the fame general Agree- 
ment : But here we have a vaſt unaccountable diffe- 
rence between the Greeks and thoſe of the Roman 
Church, and again between the Ancient and Modern 
Church of Rome : Where yet we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, they could not have difter'd ſo much, had our 
Saviour left any particular form of words for that 
Solemnity : If there were no form of words pre- 
ſcribd, then, according to the Rule before-cited, Or- 
ders can be no Sacrament, and the Church of England is 
as much at liberty to depart from the preſent Exam- 
ple of the Roman Church, as that was to quit its own 
Ancient Rituals, or to vary from the Eaſtern, or any 
other Chriſtian Churches. 

Beſides, That Tudelible Charatter, which is faid to be 
given in Orders, is a principal proof of their being a 
Sacrament ; but it would be a very hard task to re- 
concile that Decree of Gregory the Seventh Biſhop of 
Rome of that name, with this notion of an Indelible 


Chara&ter. We following the ſteps 
of the holy Fathers, declare the Or- 
ders of thoſe who are ordain'd by 


Ocdinationes itorum qui ab Excom- 
municatis ſunt ordinati, Santorum Pa- 
trum ſequentes veſtigia, irritas fieri cen- 
ſemus. Cone. Rom. 4. A+ 1078. Lab. OF 


Excommunicate Perſons to be void 
and of no effeft. For if the Cha- | 
racter of Orders be indelible, Excommunication can- 
not obliterate if, nor make Orders conferr'd by the 
Excommunicate invalid. Nor will that fore-menti- 
ord Character agree very well with that Rule of 
Pope Celeſtine the Firſt, given to the Biſhops of Yienme 
and Narboune; Let no meer Lay-man, no Man that has 


Coff. T. 10. þ. 370» 


been twice Married,noue who ior has 

been the Husband of aWiddow be put 

nto holy Orders ; or if any ſuch wnlaw- 

ful Ordinations have been made, let 
Do B 2 


Nullus ex Laicis, nullus Bigamus, nul - 
lus qui fit viduz maritus aut fuerir, ordi- 
netur ; & fique fax fint ordinationcs 
Ulicitx , removeantur , quoniam ſtare 
non poffunr, Concil. ger. T. 2. p. 1621, 


them 


- Cum determinata fit Sacramentorum 


"60 
them be taken away as ſuch which cannot ſtand good. Here 
again it's plain enough, That if the Character be as 
ſupposd, Marrying twice, cr marrying a Widdow , 
which can ſcarcely be proved Sins, cannot poſlibly 
expunge it; to which I might add the Anſwer of 
L.co the Firſt to the Enquiries of Ruſt icus Biſhop of Nar- 
boxne, concerning ſuch as only pretended to be Biſhops, 
and thoſe ordaind by them : Only this I conclude, 
That if the Tudgment of a Biſhop of Rome be ſo Auguſt 
and Sacred as ſome would perſwade us, Orders imprint nq 
Tndelible Charafter upon the Soul, and conſequently are 

Signa,quum ad 70 Sacrament. For ſhould the Afſſertors of this Sacra- 

res divinas ment fly to that trite Saying of St. Augs/tine, That 

—_ Signs, when they are applyd to Sacred Rites, are called 

pellantur. Aug- Sacraments ; that would weaken, not ſecure their 

£7 138. a Cauſe. Butif Orders muſt be a Sacrament in the 

Edis.Par.x679. {tridteſt ſenſe, I deſire that paſſage of Aquinas may be 
remembred, That fince the Matter of Sacraments, in 

the ſenſible parts or outward ſigns of 

materia, determinate Ccilicet ſenſibiles Sacraments are determined, much 
res, mult6 magis determinata eſſe debet yore ought the Form of words in $a: 

0 14g in Sacramentis forma. Aquin. oy 9vents to be determind : And 

Si mtatio materize ant Forme Effenti= that of Swarez , If there be any 

alis ſeu Subſtantialis fit, nullum efficitur change of the Matter, or of the Eſ- 

Sacramentum. $uar. f. 3. T. 3. D. 2. |. 4. ſential and Subfantial Form, there 
3s really no Sacrament. Which Paſhges, how they'll 
agree to thoſe things hereafter to be mentioned, may 
be left to every orginary Confiderer. 

2. It cannot be imagin'd reaſonable, that thoſe Per- 
ſons who diſpute ſo much among themlelves concern- 
ing the Eſſence of Orders, ſhould Cavil againſt our 
Church, as wanting any thing Eſertzal in them ; for 
common Senſe teaches thoſe, who will engage in Con- 
troverſie with others, firſt to agree among On 

what 


8] 


what the Subject of the Controverſie ſhall be. Now 
is to be conſider'd, That whereas the Ancient Ordi 
nalsof the Church of Rome, requir'd only 1mpofition 
of the hands of Biſhops and Presbyters in Ordination ; 
ater years have added the Ceremony of expoſing the 
Chalice with Wine, and the Patten with an Faſt upon 
is, to the touch of him who 7s conſecrated Prieſt, with 
theſe words, Receive thou Power to offer Sacrifices to 


aſſes both , . TE 
God, and #0 —_— Fs h Accipe Poteſtatem offerre Sacrifcium 
for the living and the dead, mn re Deo, & Miſlas celebrare tam pro vivis 
On of Go A, Amen. And this laſt quam pro mortuis, in aomine Dowiui, 


hes almoſt juſtled the more ancient 
Ceremony out of doors; being grown into ſo great 
2 Reputation, that Aquinas plainly concludes, That 


. 4 7 o [ . s » 
cipal Adtion of the Prie De | 
fince the prin iP lo B vo 4 Bl j Cum Principalis A&tus Sacerdotis fit 
zs to C onſecrate the Body an 00 Corpus 8& Sanguinem Chriſti conſecrare, 
of Chriſ?, the Sacerdotal Charafter rette in ips3 Calicis datione ſub cert4 


"Sk : : . : verborum Forma imprimitur Sacerdota- 
is truly zmpr nt ed in the delivery lis charafter, Ag. Ps. 37.8. 5 

ef the Chalice with a particular form 

of words : Which Concluſion of his he: proves by this 


Argument, That it belongs to the ſame Perſon to in- Aer ore 
duce the Form, and to prepare the Matter immediately | t 


for that Form. Whence in conferring Orders the Biſhop cere, & Ma- 
does two things ; for he firſt prepares thoſe to be ordain'd —_ -” 
for the ſuſception of Orders,and in the next place gives the raxe ad For- 

; : : mam ; unde E- 
piſcopus in Collatione Ordinum duo facit, Preparat enim Ordinandos ad Ordinis ſuf- 
ceptionem, 8 Ordinis poteſtatem tradit; Preparat quidem in inſtruendo cos de proprio 
officio, & aliquid circa eos operando, ut idonei ſint ad poteſtatem accipiendam : quz qui- 
dem przparatio in tribus conſiſtit, ſcilicet Benedi&ione, manus Impoſitione & UnCtione 3 
per Benedictionem Divinis obſequiis ;zancipantur, 8& ideo benedi@tio omnilus datur ; ſed 
r manus Impoſitionem catur plenitudo grariz, per quam ad magra officia ſunt idonet, 
8 ideo.ſolis Diaconibus & Sacerdc:ibus fit manus Impoſitio, quia cis competit Diſpenia- 
tio Sacramentorum, quamv!s uni ſicut principali, 8 alteri ficut Miniſtro ; ſed Un&ione 
ad aliquod Sacramenrum tractanduum conſecrantur, 8& ideo Untio ſolis Sacerdotibus ft, 

ui propriis mainibus Corpus Chrifti tangunt ; ficut eriam calix inungitur qui continet 
anguinem 8 Patena quz continet Corpus, led peteſtatis collatio fit per hoc, quod da- 
tur eis aliquid quod ad proprium actum pertinet. Tb;d. : 
Power 


(6) 


Power belonging to the Order: He prepares them, bith 
by inftrutting them concerning their f aud offices, and by 
doins ſomewhat about them, whereby they may be fitted 
for the Reception of Power ; which Preparation conſiſts 
in three things, viz. In the Benediftion, in Impoſitioy 
of hands, and in Unilion : By the Benediftion they are 
obliged to Divine Obedience, and therefore that is given 
to thoſe if all Orders ; by Impoſition of hands is givey 
the fulneſs of Grace, by which they are fitted for great 
Offices, and therefore only Deacons and Prieſts have hands 
impos'd upon them, ( He might have added Biſhops; 
but here our Diſſenters agree with the Parafites of 
Rome, that Biſhops are neither a diſtin&t Order, nor 
of Divine Right ) Zecauſe to them belongs the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Sacraments, tho to Prieſts as Principal, to the 
other but as Miniſters ; but by Unftion they are Conle- 
crated to haudling the Sacrament, and therefore it's gi- 
wen only to Prieſts, who touch the Body of Chriſt with 
their own hands, and both the. Chalice which contains the 
Blood, and the Patten which holds the Body, are Anoint« 
ed; but the Collation of their Power and Authority, con- 
fiſts in delivering ſomething to them which belongs to 
their proper work, And whereas it's his ſecond Argue« 
ment or Obje&tion againſt this Concluſion, That our 
| = remrarag Lord gave his Diſciples the Sacerdotal Power when he 
<ftaremSacer Said, Receive ye the Holy Ghoft ; whoſe Sins ye remit 
Cotalem quan- they are remitted, &c. John 20. and the Holy Ghoſt us 
hits Shirt given by laying on of hands, that therefore the Charadter 
tum Sanctum, of Orders is impreſs'd by that Impoſition of hands : He 
hints boats, &c. Foan. 20. Sed Spiritus Sanctus datur per Manus Impoſttionem, ergo 
& in jps2 Manus Imp: fitione imprimitur Charatter Ordinis----Reſpondit, Dominus 
Ditcirul's dedit Sacerdotalem poteſtatem, quantum ad Principalem aftum,ante paſionem 
in Cozna, quando dixit, Accipite & Manducate, unde ſibjunxit, Hoc facite in meam Com- 
100220/4::0n4m, ſed poſt Reſurreftionem dedit eis Poteſtatem Sacerdotalem, quantum ad 
2.716; CUncarmm, quieſt ligare & ſolvere, Thid. - 


Cle 


(7) 

endeavours to anſwer it, but with abſurdity enough, 
That our Lord gave his Diſciples Sacerdotal Power, as 
to its Principal A, before his Paſſion in his Supper, 
when he ſaid; Take and Eat ; and therefore he ſubjoin'd, 
Do this in Remembrance of me : But after his Reſurre(ti- 
on, he beſtow'd upon them Prieſtly power, only as to its 
Secondary or inferiour Af, 1. e. as to the Power of bind- 
ing and Ioofing, which was given, (as alledg'd in the 
Objeion,) by Impoſition of hands, In which anſwer 
he perverts the ſenſe of our Saviours words, Take and 
Eat, by reſtraining them to the Apoſtles alone , 
whereas they were intended to all Behevers : And ke 
miſtakes the -Evangelical ſtory ; For tho St. John tells 
us of that Power of binding and looſing, as given af- 
ter the Reſurre&ion, in the Chapter by him cited, 
2.22,23. Yet he might have found the ſame Com- 
miſſion given to all the Apoſtles, even before the Inſti- 
tution of that Supper, Matth. 18. 18. 

But to paſs by ſuch ordinary miſtakes ; The Deter- 
mination of Pope Exgenius the Fourth, in that fa- 
mous Council of Florence , is very poſitive in the 
caſe; for enumerating the Sacraments receivd by 
the Roman Church, and giving ſome account of their 
Nature, for the Inſtrution of Armenians, he tells. 
them, 7hat the hxth Sacrament is that of Orders, whoſe 
Matter that is, by the touching of 
which the Order is conferr d ; as the —_— D—— eſt nyo Ton 
Order of Prieflood is given by ofe \>latgin lt ad per jus cli 
fering the Chalice with Wine, and tus traditur per Calicis cum vino & pa- 
the Patten with Bread, to be to:ch'd nz Fn pane porrectonems forma 
by the perſon ordatnd ; and the offerendi, &c. Concil, &. T.13.p. 538. 
Form of Prieſthood is that, Receive 
thos Power to offer Sacrifice, &c. To Which Paſlage 
the formerly-cited Merbefus gives a very a— 

wer, 
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ſwer, That the Council of Florence (forſooth) did not 
determine this Conciliariter, or as a Matter of Paith 
and Dogmaticaly, but- only at the rate of Common diſ- 
conrſe, without telling whether the Patten or Chalice 


were the Eſſential, 


or only the Accidental matter of 


Orders ; which is wholly Impertinent, and no way 
reconcileable to what follows in the Concluſion of 


that Decree, v2z. 


His omnibus explicatis Armenorum Q- 
Tatores nomine ſno & ſui Patriarchx & 
omnium Armenoram hoc ſaluberrimum 
Synodale Decretum, cum omnibus ſuis 
Capitulis , declarationibus, definitiont- 
bus, traditionibus, preceptis 8 ſtatutis, 
omnemque Dottrinam in ipsa deſcri- 
Ptam 3 nec non quicquid tenet & docet 
Sana ſedes Apoſtolica & Romana Ec- 
clefi, cum omaia devotione & obedi- 
entia acceptant,ſuſcipiunt & amplectun- 
wr. P. 540. 


Theſe things being thus explicated, 
the Armenian Orators, 7n their owy 
name, and in the name of their Pa- 
triarch, and of all the Armenians, 
do with all Devotion and Obedience, 
ſubmit to, and embrace this moſt 
wholeſome Synodical Decree, with 
all its Canons, Declarations , De- 
finitions, Traditions, Precepts 
and Appointments, with all that 
Dottrine laid down in it ; and 


whatſoever elſe that holy Apoffolick See, and the Ro- 
man Church maintains and teaches. And to the ſame 
purpoſe, and almoſt in the ſame words ſpeaks Car- 
Concil.T. 14; dinal Pool, our Country-man, in his Decree con- 


el cerning the Reduttion of England to the Roman Com- 
\ munion. But notwithſtanding the Expreſliveneſs of 
4 three ſuch very conſiderable Authorities, others 


of the ſame Communion have preſum'd to think 
otherwiſe, and to fix the Eſſence of Ordinati- 
on only in Laying on of hands, without regard 
to any Form of Words whatſoever ; declaring Lay- 
ing on of hands and Prayer to be the only As- 
tient and Catholick Ceremonies, in the conferring of 
Holy Orders : So Durandus, giving an account 
of what conſtitutes a Prieſt, aſſures us, That, 
according to Canonical Tradition , when a Prieſt is 


Ore 
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ordain'd, the Biſhop giving him his 
Bleſſing, avd holding that band 
with which he gave the Bleſſing up- 
on his head ; all- theſe Prieſts who 
are preſent, lay their hands upon his 
head too, by the hands of the Biſhop, 
invoking the influences. of the Huly 


Ghoſt upon him ; which wy 4 of 


hands fignifies the power of exerci- 


Secundum OCanonicam - traditiouern ; 
Presbyter cum Ordinatur, Epiſcopo 
eum benedicente & manum benedifori- 
am ſupra caput ejus tenente, & omnes 
Presbytert qui adſuat, manus ſuas juxtz 
manus Epiſcopi reneant,. ſupra Capur 
illius Spiritum Sanctum invocantes , 

ux Manus. impofitio operum Sant: 
Sirius exercitationem fignificat. D:t- 
rand. Rational. |. 2. c. 10. 


fing the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. ' In which words, fince 
he agrees ſo 'exattly with, as. to: tranſcribe the '/hird 
Canon of the fourth Council of Carthage, I need not re- 
peat that again : It's true, he mentions afterwards 
the Ceremony of touching the Chalice and. Patten, 
but of that only. as additional or-accidental, not Eſſen- 
Yial.'.. And Caſalius in his Book © concerning Ancienr 
Chriſtian Rites, tho he'plainly\ determine Orders to 
be one of the: ſeven Sacraments'ef tho new Law, yet 
neyer.mentions the ' touching the Vi{els, ut only 


Impoſition of hands ; . which, 25 
he proves from Scripture, con- 
fers Grace, and has its due effedts ; 
and yet he gives us Aquinas his 
Definition of that pretended Sacra» 


Cri oft Signzculm loddam Eccle- 
fiz, qc £*!tualis Poteſtas traditur 
Qcdinato---<mpolitio autem manuum 
confert gratiam & cam ecffectu confiſtit. 
Caſel. ae yes. Chriſt. Rit. 6. 26, 

[1 4 


ment. The firſt Councet held at: Cdogne in the year 


1536. aſſerts the ſame Doqtine, 
Office confiſts chiefly in \two things, 
the firſt of which u the laying on 'of 
hands, which is the Collation of Ec 
clefraſtical Orders, and the Inſti 
tution of - Miniſters. And after- 
wards, mpoſition of hands i that 
Door by which thoſe are. admitted, 


who are rais'd tg the Government of the Church. So the 
| C 


That the Epiſcopal 


Epiſcopi munus in duobus potifſimum 
confiſtit, 1. In Impoſitione manuum 
quz eſt Ordinum Eeclefiaſticorum col- 
latio,8: Inſtitutio Miniſtrorum---Poſtea 
vero----Impoſitio manuum eſt Oſtium 
per qued Intrant, qui Ecclefiarum gu- 

aculiSadmoventur. Conc.7.14- p.4 93s 


Coun- 


In collatione Ordinum gue cum Impo- 
fitione manuum velut viſtbili ſigns tra- 
ditur, doceant Parochi, rite ordinatis 
gratiam divinitas conferri, qua ad Ec- 


cleſiaftica munera, rite & utiliter ex- 


ercenda, apti 8 idonei efficiantur, 8& 
qua rata fin: 8 efficacia, quz a rire 
ordinatis in Eeclefia, juxta Chriſti & 
Eccleſfiz Infſtitutionem geruntur. Yianc 
verogratiam Ae Qrdinis & Muneris, 
non Hominum aut perſonarum , nec 
ad cujuſquam privatam, ſed ad Com- 


'munem totius iEcclefiz utilitatem-acco- 


modari{. Ideoque in rite ordinatis, five 
bon'# five mali fant, efficacem efle, atque 
ita inter diſpares Miniſtros Domini no- 
{tri dona ſemper xqualia ſemper bona & 
facra permanere. Concil, T, 14. þ. 679- 


(10) 
Council at Mentz, Anno 1549. 
Let the Pariſh Prieſts teach their 
People, That in the Collation of Or- 
ders, which are given by the Impo- 
fition of hands, as the viſible ſign, 
That Grace is conferr d by Heaven 
_ thoſe who are regularly ordain'd, 
by which they are made apt and fit 
to exerciſe Offices in the Church dw 
ly and profitably, and by virtue of 
which . thoſe Church Matters, which 
are managed by Men ordain'd accord- 
ing to the Inſtitution of Chriſt and 
his Church, are rarified: and made 
eficacious : That. this Grace belongs 


wot to the Perſon, but te the Office, and'is.arcommodated, 
not to any Mans private, but tothe publique benefit of 
the Church, and therefore is effeftual in thoſe rightly or« 


daind,. be they good or bad; and therefore” the 


jfts of 


our Lord, tho rrven to Miniſters wery Uiferenthy quali- 
fied, are ſtill the ſame, always good and always | holy. 
Which Do@trine perhaps even in ſome other particu- 
lars, is not very agreeable to thoſe opinions eſpous'd 
by divers of the Roman Communion. I need not add 
here the Sentiments:of ZZabertus and Goar, the-learn- 
ed Editors of the Greek Pontifical aud Euchology, 'in- 
tending to take notice of them afterwards : But 1 
cannot well pafs by the Judgment of Bonus Merbeſius 
in the Caſe, who tho he take a great deal of pains to 
appear Neuter in it, yet apparently enough inclines 
to this, That the Eſſence of Orders conſiſts in this Im- 
poſition of hands, for which he refers.us to ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture, ſeveral determinations of Councils 


and ſayings of the Greek Fathers ; but there's nothing 


more 


Sand. Ah. Bi A eo. tons. Le». Bb... 
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more remarkable than what he alledges out of that 
learned Jeſuite Maldonate,, who plainly, and without 
any hefitancy determines, That in conferring Orders, 


[mpoſition of hands is not to be look'd 
04 as an unneceſſary Ceremony, but 
as an Eſſential part of that Sacra- 
ment, and that to him this ſeems a 
neceſſary point of the Catholick Faith; 
for which he gives theſe Reaſons, 

i. Becauſe whereever Scripture 
mentions Ordination, it expreſſes it 
by Laying on of Hands, and it 
ſeem to him a Raſh thing to Deſert 
Scripture , and purſue Chimera's, 
i- e. meer Natural Reaſons. 

2. Becauſe it's evident by all 
Ancient Writers, that the Primi- 
tive Church Ordained none but by 
Impeſition of Hands ; but there is 
10 mention at all made by any of them 
of touching the Chalice and Patten. 

3. Becauſe it ſeems very abſurd, 
to exclude that Ceremony which was 
unqueſtionably deliver d down to us 


by the Apoſtles from the Eſſence of 


Impoſttio manuum non eſt habenda tan- 
quam Czremonia non neceflaria, ſed 
ranquam pars effentialis Sacrament, 
1dque tenendum videtur fide Catholica. 

I» Quia in Scriptura ubicunque fic 
mentio de ordinatione, declaracur per 
manuum Impoſitionem, & videtur mi- 
hi eſſe temerarium Scripturam deſerere 
& conſetari Chimz1as, 7z. e. rationes 
naturales. 

2. Quia yeterem Eccleſiam nunquam 
ordinaſte fine Impoſitione manuum, ex 
omnibus Authoribus antiquis- perſpi- 
cuum eſt, de T raditione autem Calicis, 
& Hoſtiz nulla eſt apud eos mentios 

3- Quia videtur nimis durum ele, 
Czremoniam , quam nobis perſpicue 
tradent Apoſtoli,excluderea natura Sa- 
cramenti, . & inducere illam de qui nul- 
la mentio fit in Scriptura. 

4+ Quia hoc eſt labefacere totum S+ 
cramentum 8 vyidtoriam concedere Hz- 
reticis z nam?fi Impoſitio manuum non 
eſt eſſentialis Cxremoniaz per quam hoc 
Sacramentum exhiberi debeat, non po- 
teſt probari ex Scripturis Ordinem eſſe 
Sacramentum. Merb. Sum. Chriſt, de $4- 
cram. Ord, Diſp. 6. 


the Sacrament, and to introduce another never ſo much 


as mention d in Scripture. 


4. Becauſe this were to ruine the whole Sacrament, 
and to give up the Viftery to Hereticks ; for if Impoſi- 
tion of Hands be. not the Eſſential Ceremony whereby 
this Sacrament is to be exhibited, Ordz:rs can never be 
prov/d a Sacrament by Scripture: For whereas he ſeems 
to take it for granted, That the matter of every Sacra» 
ment ought to be determind in Scripture; He urges it 


C2 


well 


( 12) 
well enough, That the Chalice and Patten not being ta- 
| ken notice of there, that Ordinance, to which ſuch unſcrip- 
7 tural Circumſtances are Eſſenttal,' can be no Sacrament. 
F108 And this Merbefius takes to be more Ancient and 
758 Catholick, though he acknowledges the other at pre- 
US... ſent to be the more Common and Prevailing Opinion. 
SH Tiihertus makes Dominicus a Soto, a, Spaniard, Con- 
| {e{tor to Charles the 5th. and preſent at the Council of 
Trent, to be the firſt Inventer of it, but without Rea- 
ſon, ſince, as I have proved before, both Aquizas and 
[-. the Florentine Council eſpous'd the fame Abſurdity long 
=” before - Againſt it Merbefts urges this Argument, f 
bY ls Te the Sacerdotal Grace be given by 
11F< ratia Sacerdotalis, ills ipſfa Manuum poi ton of Hands, then certain- 
"tt __ Presbyreratus effentiam pro- ly that Impoſition of Hands muſt 
> 1 1 gm at Arqui per manuum coyſtieute the Efſence of the Sacerde- 
poſitionern datur ; Ergo. : 
YN tal Order; but the firſt is true, 
PoS therefore the laſt. This he proves from that of the 
: Apoſtle to Timothy, Ep. 2. c. x. v. 6.' and from the 
diſcourſes of Morizg tothat purpoſe ; from the: gene- 
ral ſilence of all Aucient Ritnalifts, and from the 
particular filence of ſome of latter date, who indeed 
mention that Adjeftitious Ceremony, but yet only as 
Accidental, and not Eſfential to Ordination : Nay, 
he draws in the Coxnczl of Trent it felf as an Abet- 
RAS tour of ' his Opinion, by that paſſage concerning Ex- 
kT 4 treme Unilion, where they tell us, That Biſhops or 
* HR Prieſts Regularly Ordain'd by them, 
£1 | Lge mom Sacramenti Miniſtri with the Tmpolition of the Hauds of 
p hs Spool, aur eters 3b phe PrecHytery, are the only Jauf 
nuum Presbyterti, S2j; 14. c 3+ Miniſters of that Sacrameut, Thus 
we ſee the Divifcz of thoſe of the 
Roman Church among themſelves concerning this 
Matter 3 by which, according to their own wo 
A they 
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they reduce themſelves to this Dilemma, Either to de- 
termine the tonch of the Veſſels to be the Eſſence of Or- 
ders, and conſequently Orders no Sacrament, or elſe to 
allow it's Eſſence to be Impofition of Hands ; which Im- 
poſition of Hands the Church of England, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Ancient Univerſal Church, l:as ever 
usd ſince the Reformation, though not believing Holy 
Orders ſo conlerr'd to be a Sacrament, 

I might here take notice of that Conceipt of ſome 
of their Paraſitical Canoniſts, 7hat the Biſhop of Rome 
has that - Plerophory of Power in himſelf, that his bare 
word can make a compleat Prieſt or Biſhop without any 
Ceremony at all ; which 1s fairly expos'd by the learned 
Arch-Biſhop of Spalate, as which, among other things 
ſufficiently proves Orders no Sacrament, unleſs we 
can have a Sacrament without either Matter or Form, 
To proceed then, 

3.Seeing our Ordination is thus far Regular,we are 
to conſider, Whether thoſe words made uſe of in our 
eldeſt Reformed Rituals ate not fignificant enough ; 
Or, Whether that Form of conferring Orders, was 
not ſufficient to impart Sacerdotal Power to the Per- 
ſons Ordain'd : Now, that it may not be left unde- 

termin'd by the Ordainers, what particular Offices 

any Perſons are Ordaind to, the Arch-Deacoz, as in 
the caſe of Deacons, fo in that of Prieſts, ſpeaks thus 
openly to the Biſhop, Reverend Pather in God, T pre» 
ſent to Tou theſe Perſens to be admitted to the Order of 

Prieſthood ; Aﬀter ſeveral Inrercurrent Queſtions, 

the Biſhop decfares to the Peopic, Good Perple, theſe 

le they whom we purpoſe, God willirz, to receive this 
day to the Holy Office of Prieſthood, &c. Aﬀter which 
words, methinks there needs no plainer a deſignati- 
on to any Eccleſiaſtical Employ ; Publick notice is 
given likewiſe'in the Ordination of a Biſhop, _ all 

there 


Spalzt. Je Re- 


publ. E ccleſ.l.2., 
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there preſent may know what Character he is to bear. 
= | Aſter theſe things and ſome particular Queſtions pro- 
"2 | posd to the Parties, and fome Prayers pur up to God; 
ot For a Prieſt, the Biſhop with the Prieſts then pre- 

| ſent, lay their hands upon every particular Mans 
» WW Head, The Biſhop uſing theſe words, Receive thou the 
Þ- 5-2, Fly Ghoſt, whoſe fins thou deft remit they are remitted, 
E.--f and whoſe fins thou doſt retain they are retained, & be thou 
Wh a Faithful Diſpencer of the word of God, and of his holy 
, 4 p Sacraments, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
4 aud of the Holy Ghoſt. As for a Biſhop, the words 
L Vide Regi- Whereby Matthew Parker in particular was ordain'd, 


# | j/ - rn" were theſe 3 Take the Holy Ghoſt, and remember that 
y '{ | Rem oDt. 7 hou ſtir up the Grace of God, which is in thee, by Impo- 
4 li Ep.Armach. /it:o# of hands, for God hath not given us the Spirit of 
\\ ex Autogra= Fear, but of Power, and Love, and Soberneſs. If now 


ho publica- ps : ; 
po PI an Imitation of the Apoſtles be valid, nothing can 


ASS come nearer, to what Scripture tell us of them, than 

thoſe words in the Conſecration of a Biſhop : Nor 
any thing more agreeable to the Pattern of our Lord, 
in the Commilſſion he gave his Diſciples, than thoſe YI * 
usd in the Conſecration of a Prieſt. And where fo 
publick an Advertiſement is given to the Congrega- 
3'Y a tion, of what Office thoſe Conſecrated are appointed 
3 Bi to, tho words to the ſame purpoſe may be: repeated 
'S | again, as in our later Books of Ordination, tho they 
Al may ſerve to illuſtrate the matter in hand more fully, 
Il yet there can be no ſuch neceſlity of them, as that 
tl | the want of them ſhould invalidate the whole Ordi- 
/ nance : And as we have no Account in A»t7quity, of 
any particular form of words appointed by our Saviour 
for the conferring of Orders ; ſo we are afſurd that 
oO! according to the moſt Antient Methods and Ordinals 
7 hike; of the Church of Rome it ſelf, it's not the Words but the 

4 Impoſition of hands that's eſſential to Ordination. 

4 Be- 


('rg ) 


Beſides, If the Church of Rome, in the Collation of 
Orders according to their lateſt Pontificals, do no 
' more than we do, it muſt ſeem very unreaſonable to 
condemn us as Defective. What they do then in the 
Ordination of Prieſts, which I ſhall only Inſtance in 
at preſent is this, The Arch-deacon preſents thoſe to be 
Ordain'd to the Biſhop with theſe words, Moſt Reve- 
rend Father, our Holy Mother the Catholick Church, re- 
quires that Tou ordain theſe Deacons, here preſent, to the 


Burthen of Priefthood, after the 
Arch-deacons atteſtation to their 
Merits, the Biſhop at large declares 
to the People bis deſign to promote 
thoſe Deacons ſo preſented , to the 
Office of Prieſthood, requiring their 
teſtimony to their Converſation, &C. 
Then having given an Exhortation 
to the Perſons to be Ordaind, when 
is done, all ſtand up, and vhoſe de- 
ſind for Ordination kneel down ſac- 
ceſſrvely by two and two, before the 
Biſhop. The Biſhop ſtanding before 
his Faldſtool with his: Mitre on, 
without any Prayer or Anthem pre- 


miſed, puts both his hands ſucceſ- 


Archdiaconus przſentat Ordinandos 
Pontifici,dicens-Reverendiflime Pater, 


poſtulat ſana mater Eccleſia Catholi- 


Ca, ut hos prxſentes Diaconos ad onus 
Presbyterit ordinetis--Quorum meritis 
Archdiacono teſtimonium exhibente, 
Pontifex annunciat Clero & populo 
dicens-- Quoniam fratres Chariflimi, 
C&<c.--& poſtea--Horum ſiquidem Di- 
aconorum in Presbyteros ordinandorum 
auxiliante Domino, @5c. 

Poſt hxc ſurgunt ownes, & ordinan- 
dis coram Pontifice binis & binis ſic {- 
five genu fle&tionibus, Pontifex ſtans 
ante Faldiſtorium ſuum cum Mitra & 
nulla oratione, nulloque cantu premiſſis, 
1mponit ſimul utramque manum ſuper 
caput cujuflibet ordinandi ſucceſfive,ni- 
hil dicens, idemque faciunt poſt eum 
omnes Sacerdotes qui adſunt. 

Quo fatto tam Pontifex quam Sacer- 
dotes tenent manus dexteras eExtenſas 


ſuper -illos, & Pontifex ſtans dicir, Qremus fratres Chariſlimi,' &c.-- & poſtea precatur 


Exaudi nos queſumus Domine Deus;noſter, ec.-- Ut ſuper hos famulos ſuos quos ad. 


Presbyterii manus elegir coceleſtia dona multiplicet, &c. 

Tum Pontifex claudit & innogtt manus cuilibet ſucceſſive, quas fic conſecratas aliquis 
Miniſtrorum Pontificis albo panniculo lineo ſimul, v3. dextram ſuper finiſtram alligar. 
Omnium manibus undctis & conſecratis Pontitex rradic cuijlibet ſucceflive calicer cum 
vino & aqua 8& Patenam ſuperpoſitam cum Hoſtia & ipft lam accipiunt inter indices 
& medios Digitos & Cappam Calicis & patenam ſimul tangunt, Pontifice fingulis dicer- 


te, Accipe Poteſtatem, &c: 


Quo finito Pontifex cum Mitra ſedens ſuper Fldiſtoriut ante.medium altaris, impo- 
nit ambas manus ſuper capita ſingulorum coram co genufleftentium, dicens cuilibet, Ac- 


cipe Spiritum Sanctum, quorum remulexis peccata xemittuntur & quorum retinueris-re=- 


tenta ſunt, Pontif. Rom. in Ordin, Presb. 


lroely 


. 
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GufIHrd- ©5027 Vogt | 
*4 
; , 
gt »* 
Sh 4 . 


(16) 


froely upon the head of every one, not ſpeaking a word : 
After him all the Prieſts who are preſent do the ſame ; 
which beins done, the Biſhop and Prieſts together lay 
hands on them ; and the Biſhop ſtanding, exhorts ths 
people to pray to God to ſend his manifold gifts upon thoſe 
whom he has now call d to the Prieſtly Office, (which wery 
expreſſion intimates the Sacerdotal Charatter already 
imprinted) aud the Prayer to that purpoſe follows. 
After ſeveral other Ceremonies and Prayers, the Biſhop 
having anointed their hands, and one of his Attendants 
having iyd them together with a Linuen Fillet, he 
reaches out to them the Chalice with ſome Wine and Wa- 
ter in it, and the Patten with an Hoalt upon it, which 
they take between their fore and middle fingers, touching 
the Bolle of the Chalice and Patten at the ſame time, 
when the Biſhop uſes theſe words, Recetve thou power, 
&c. And bere Maſs being celebrated , the Ordaind 
Commuxicate, but only in one kind, and landing, before 
the Altar, make a Confeſſion of their Faith in the words 
of the Apoſtles Creed ; which when they have done, the 
Biſhop fitting upon his Faldftool, with his Mitre on, be- 


| fore the middle of the Altar, and they kneeling down before 


him, be puts his hands upon every one of their heads, 
ſaying to every one diſtinitly, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe fins, &c. Theſe are the moſt conſiderable Cir- 
cumſtances in ordaining a Prieſt of the Church of 
Rome, in all which if Impoſition of Hands only Im- 
preſs the Sacerdotal Charafter, and the touching of 
the Veſſels be only Novel and Adventitions, then it 
plainly follows, That the Biſhops of that Church in 
giving Holy Orders, do no more declare what parti- 
cular Office that Impoſition of hands relates to, than 


the Church of England in her eldeſt Rzzuals ſince the 
Reformation. 
But 
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But if. we examine things farther, we ſhall find 


them much more defeqive; for whereas by the 


Roman Rubrick, the Biſhop lays hands on the Or- 
dain'd three ſeveral times, and the firſt time uſes no 
words at all ; it's the concluſion of the formerly-cited 
Merbefius (and he pretends to good company in it ) 


' that That firſt Impoſition of Hands that's in filence, con- 


fers the Prieftly Charafter; which he proves by x Tim. 
4. 14. Stir up the Gift which is in thee, and which was 
given thee by Prophefie, and by the Laying on of the hands 
of the Presbytery ; where the Apoſtle refolves Orders 
into that particular Action. Then telling us. how 


general his Opinion is, he concludes, Therefore #'s 


the firſt Impoſition of Hands, by 


which they are made Prieſts ; fince If igirar prima ManuumImpolitio,ca. 


a” ; eſt per quam Sacerdotes efficjuntur,cum 
it's certain, they are neither made ſo- note or ſecundam Manuum Impoſi- 


by the ſecond laying on of Hands (the tionem fiant Presbyteri ut vidimus, nee 


Exhortation annex'd to which, as 
F obſerv'd i before, - ſuppoſes the 


r tertiam cum il 


tin fine ordinationis 


actitari ſolet, Merb,'de Sacr.Ord.D.6.g.s = 


Pricftly power already given) mor yet by the-third, 
which is only us'd in the Concluſion of Ordination. From 
all which it ſeems very probable, That let our Ordi- 
nation be. never ſo Imperſet, fince we really uſe 
ſome Words at the inſtant of Impoſition of hands, 
and thoſe very pertinent and authentick, that Ordi- 
nance 41S at leaſt more compleat in our Church than 
in theirs, who lay on hands indeed, but declare 
nothing at all, either of their Reaſon for it,' or their 
Meaning 1n 1t. | 

4 The greateſt Bigots of the Roma» Communion 
never charge the Greets ( tho they account them 
Schiſmaticks tor the moſt part ) with want of a law- 
jul Prieſthood ; yet their Rituals are certainly, by Ro- 
man rules, as detective as ours can: be imagin'd. In 
that 
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that Church, Fe who was a Deacon before, and now. to 
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be ordained Prieſt, being brought ac- 
cording to preſcription before the 
Biſhop or - Patriarch, the Patriarch 
makes the ſign of the Croſs three 
tienes: upon his Flead, when. he fix- 
ing. his ayes upon the Foly, Table, 
and kneeling on both knees on. the ſtep, 
the Chancellor calls aloud, Silence, 
Fhen the Patriarch holding his right 
hand upon. his Head, ſpeaks aloud, ſo 


- &bhaf all may hear,The Divine Grace 


whichalways makes; ſound thoſe things 
that are: weak; and: compleats what's 
imperfect; promotes.N.; N. the: moſt 


' reverend Deacon to bea'Prieft-: Let 
8; therefate. pray: for himg. that the 


grace. of” the: All-Haly Spirit: may. 


 defrend, upon: bins, Then again. fign= 


ing him three: times, aud; laying: his 
hand: upen.hiis head.; when. the Dea- 
con, has ſaid ,, Let us: pray, the Pas, 
triatch . repeats. that Prayer ſoftly, 
hout beginuiyg and: without.” end. G&c. 


After this follow the general Intercefſions, which when. 


they are ended, or 


while they are repeating, the Patri- 


arch laying his haud again upon his head as before, 


Prays to God to fill 


him with the gifts of his Holy Spirit, 


that He may be capable of doing all things belonging to 
his Funtion. Tneed not infift+ upon: ather -Ceremo- 
nies, the Perſon-ordain'd\having  receiv'd: his Cha- 
rater before : Where it's obſervable, that as the Greek 
Church aſſigns.the Office no otherwiſe but. as the 
Church of Eng/ayd does, viz, by giving)notice.to the 


People 
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People, what Order the Perſon 1s Confecrated to ; {6 
the Greek Church differs much from that of Rowe , 
in the form of the Words uſed, which argues their 
opinion of the no-neceſlity of ſuch a ſet Form, - and 
conſequently that Orders are no Sacrament, as that 
word Sacrament is underſtood in the ftridtelt - Senſe 
by Eccleſiaſtical Writers : Yet Fabertus is fo far from 
ſuppoſing any deficiency im the Greek Church, that in 
Effet He charges the Church of Rome with Innovation ; 


for he tells us, That the words us upon touching the Traditionis 
| porius quan 


Peſſels, are rather built apon Oral Tradition, than upon 
the Authority of any 'goodl Writers, He refets us to 
ſeveral Teſtimonies of the Greek Fathers, of greateſt 
Reputation, given to this Form, Originally usd in 
their Church. He obſerves, that the Giurch of Rome 
obje&ted nothing to the Greek Ritnils in the Florentine 
Council: He' ſhews, that Ordination and Laying on 
of hands, when apply'd' to Men, fet apart for the Ser- 
vice of the Church, are the ſame rhing : That there- 
fore int their Eccleftaftical Writers, Se2-rvla, Rpemrvuve, 
xeipov 2iSeng, and Xepentwie, alt ſignifying Layine on of 
haads, are all indiffterently us'd for Ordination. He 
alledecs that of the Writer De Fcclefraftica Hierarchia, 


- 


That the Impoſition of the Biſhops -: . 


hands, g70es beth the Charatier an 5, & Eieaunis gone) mivens 7 3% 
Anthority of a Prieſt ; and gives us % Soar i9ge molu Soptt ws. c. 


withal ſuch an Inftance of the In- 
duſgence of the Roman Sce to thofe of the Greek 
Communion in” 7aly, as muft either prove their 
full fatisfaction with the Grecian Prieſthood , or 
elſe that the Roman Biſhops have very little care 
of their good. It's the Decree of @rba the 
Eighth, Let the Proteflor of the Greek Nation 
provide, that ſome Faſter Biſhop, conſecrated after 
D 2 


ths 
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Caret Proteor, ut Grecus aliquis ex 
Oriente ritu Cirzco conſecratus Epiſ- 
copus Rome fit, ad Divina Officia at- 

ue Ordinationes ritu Greco peragen- 
x qui quz ad Cxremonias & ritus 
Orientalis Eccleſizx faciunt, docere 
alumnos poſiir, & ipſe per omnia ſer- 
vet ; Jurent quoque Italo Gireci ſta- 
tum FE ccleffaſticum ac ſicros Ordines 
utque atl Presbyteratum ritn Greco 
fuſcepturos, - quandoque & ubi Supe- 
rioribus viſum fuerit, Ibid. 


as Orders upon them, according to the manner of 
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the Greek manner, refide at Rome 
to perform Divine Offices, and to Or- 
dain according to the Grecian Rites, 
who may be able to teach Nowvices 
thoſe things which belong to the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Eaſtern 
Church, and may obſerve them ex- 
ailly himſelf ; and let the Greeks 
living in Italy, give Oath to take 
the Eccleſiaſtical Life, and Holy 


the Greeks, as far as the Order of Priefthood, 
when and where their Superiours ſhall think ft: 
Which is not only a fair atteſtation to the validi- 
ty of the Grecia» Orders, but ſeems, to imply 
the Greeks diſſatisfaction with the Rowan Hierarchy, 
and a ſtrange kind of Condeſcenſion in the Univerſal 
Biſhop, to recede from his own Rights, and to give 
leave to a-ſupposd Schiſmatical Clergy, to- increaſe 
and thrive within his Juriſdiction. And Romaniſts 
have ſufficient reaſon to acquieſce in this Liberty of 
theirs, if what Father Goar, in his Notes upon the 
Euchology informs us be true, That Impoſition of Hands 
Zs not only an Adjunit of Holy Or- 


Neque enina Comes eſt ſoliim & ad- 
ventitia, non Integrans tantum & ex 
decentia requiſita, ſed intrinſeca omni- 
no neceſſaria 8 efſentialis Materia; qua 
adhibita ficur olim Apoſtoli, prout in 
eorum Adis & Scriptis —_ Dia- 
conos Presbyteres & Epiſcopos crea- 
runt, abſq; i11a pariter nullum in ſubli- 
miores Hierarchiz Ecclefiaſtice gra- 
dus ſucceflores Epiſcopi poſſunt evehe- 


ders, or meerly adventitious, not 
only an Jntegral part, or a thing 
requir d for Decencies ſake ; but that 
zt's wholly the Intrinfical neceſſary 
and Eſſential Matter of them ; by 
which as the Apoſtles of old created 
Deacons, Presbvyters and Biſhops, 


Goar , in Euch. p. 256.: 


as appears by their Writings, and 
the Hiſtory of their Aﬀts ; ſo without that, the Biſhops 
who ſucceed them, can raiſe no Man to Superior Orders 


In 


(21) 


in the Sacred Hierarchy, And as he tells us after- 
wards, If we examine the Euchology never ſo ſtriitly, 


we ſhall find no other matter of Or- 
ders ſo much as once mention'd, but 
Impoſition of Hands ; and his Inte- 
rence from all is very remarkable, 
and much againſt the now prevail- 
ing Tenet of the Rowan Church, 


Cum in Univerſa Eccleſia unam $a- 
cramentorun adminiſtrandorum ra- 
tionem eſfentialem (materiam nimirum 


 & formam) ſtatuere neceſle eſt, nec in 


Grzca illus portione, alia quam ma- 
nus Impoſitio queat aflignari ; Indubie 
ſequitur, in Latina eandem quoque ef(- 
ſentialem effe reputandam. 2zb;4. 


That fince it's neceſſary there ſhould 
be ſome one Eſſential Rule or Method of diſpenſing FHo- 
ly Orders in the Univerſal Church, and that there 
can be no other Matter of Orders aſſiend in the Eaſtern 
parts of that Church, but only Impeſition of Hands ; it 
muſt follow without Diſpute, that even in the Latine 
Church, the ſame excluſive of all other Ceremonies, is 
Eſſential to them : And to this Opinion of his, me- 
thinks that of Sz. Chryſo/tome agrees very well, who 
tells usin plain terms, This is Ordination, The Hand 
is laid upon the Man, but God Ope- 
rates the whole, and it's Gods Hand 
which touches the Head of the Per- 


we have indeed the concurrence of 

ſo large a part of the Catholick Church as the Greek is, 
and that the Form of words us'd by them, is no more 
Demonſtrative of the Order to be conferr'd, than ours 
in the Church of Exg/and was at the beginning of the 
Reformation ; we can be no more deny, to have a 
Regular Succeſſion of Church Officers than they. And 
we may ſuppoſe, ſuch Conſiderations mov'd Sr. Clara, 
P.Walſh, and others of the Roman Communion, to al- 
low our Orders as full and valid to all intents and 
purpoſes: But that we want a Power 7s offer other Sas 


crifh CeoF, 


Tim 1 xerermvie. Rite 1 648 Ferre 
7s avd}os, md N mav 6 ds e824 Cas, 
| ' ; ) 4uns 10 629 1 amouen Þ Kepaning 
fon Ordained, if he be Ordained Re- 2, 210970 reads; bob os 0 rnern 
galarly. If then all this be true, if yin. Chryſi in Att. Ap. Hom: 1 4. 


22 ) 
crifices, than thoſe of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, is a 

Want no more intolerable in our Prieſts or Presbyters, 
than it was in the Apoſtles themſelves. And I have 

not yet heard of any Catholick Tradition, that either 

our Saviour usd thoſe words, Receive thou Power to 
offer Sacrifices, &c. to any Apoſtle ; or that the Apo» 

ſtles usd it to any of thoſe whom they afterwards 
Commilſlion'd to Preach the Goſpel. 

5. Our Orders then being valid,as to to their Eſe- 
tials, notwithſtanding that great Pretended defet ; it 
wilffollow,that all that Charge laid upon our Church 
of Hereſy and Schiſm,can no way render them imper- 
fect or ineffectual : And if the Roman Dodtrine of 
the 1udelible Charafter be true, thoſe who aſſert that 
mult for their own fake defend our Church, efpeci- 
ally ſince it's apprehended by ſome, as we obſervd bee 
fore, that a denial of the rdeliblte Charatter would 
irrecoverably ruine the Sacrament. And ſuch indeed 
was the Doctrine of the Ancient Church,in which the 
Fereticks and Schiſmaticks are with all Severity prohi- 
bited to ordain any, or to Adminifter Sacraments ; vet 
if they would ſtil] without fear of Fecleftaſtical Cenſure 
preſume to dofuch things, their Actions ware good, 
and in full force; Antiquity fo concurring with that 
Common Law Maxime, Qnod frer; non debet fattum 
walet ; That which of it felf, or ſo and ſo cirenmſtatiated, 
ought not to be done; yet when it is once done, (Fands good 
and irreverſible. T wonder not indeed that Baptiſm,tho 
given by Jereticks, ſhould be approv'd in the Church 
of Rome, ſince they allow Lay-men, Women, Perſons 
unbaptiz'd, nay, Jews or Turks to baptize in cafes of 
eceſiity : But in ſo doing, they feem much to forget 2 
ſtanding Rule of their own, That none can give that to 
another, which he never had himfelf ; For, 3s I remem- 
ber, 


( 23 ) 
ber, they tell us, That Baptiſm is one of thoſe Sacrgs 
ments which imprint an indelible Charater. Yet ſuch 
is the DoQtrine of their great Aquinas, They deny 
indeed, that any can give Holy Orders,except Biſhops; 
but He who 15 once made a Biſhop, muſt continue fo 
to his lifes end ; nor can the Irregularity of his Con- 
verfation,, nor any Schiſm created by him in the. 
Church, nor any Hereſy inveſted or propagated by 
bim, take away that. Epiſcopal Power perfonalty inveſt- 
elin him, howſoever the Exerciſe of that Power, may 
be reſtrain'd, by:Civi/ or Ecclefraſtical Conſtitutions; and 
conſequently thoſe capable of Orders, who are cons» 
kcrated by: ſuch Biſhops, are really Deacons, Prieſts, 
or Biſhaps, according. to-the' particular Character im- 
preſsd an them :.'So we may find 4rrian Biſhops Ot- 
dining; others of. equally Heretical Sentiments with 
themſelves ;: which. Perſons ſo Otdain'd,. if at. any: 
time they abjur'd their Heretical. P ravity, WEere res: 
ceiv'd into-the Orthodox. Charch,. and admitted toiex- 
erciſe. the ſame Offices, they were formerly aſlign'd. to, 
without Re-ordiuation : To this. purpoſe we read in the 
Anſivers to the Orthodox, publith'd among the: works 
of Juſtin Martyr, That the Crime of an Heretick res 
turning to the: true Paith,, if it had 
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beem only ſome'falſe Opinion, was to 
be reftified by a.change of Judgment, 
if it were an'Error in Baptiſm, by 
Confirmations, Fl in-Orders,, by. lay- 
ing on of Ftands 3 which laying vn 
of Hands:was no Reordination, but 
only a;particular Ceremony, where- 


Ty aymis: 7 Þ tethfla $p- 
xr 7 ogdaua Sdimu, 
49 varodbElag Th Lemon 7% 
Pgoriue] Or. 5% N fanmioual@, 77 
_— Ts as uv ew, mis of 
X#egloviez, Ty yelegaid, . ae 
Orthod: 14+ TN 50s 


by the. laps'd iz. time of Perſecution', as'well as'thoſe 


whorhad fallen into Herefie, Laymen 


as well 'as Clergy 


Men, were: readmutted into. Carholick Communion : So 


Dionyſitus 
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Dionyfius of Alexandria, in Euſebins, tells us, That it 

was an Aacient Cultom, that ſuch 

Flaaaus 54701 nangarina] Or ous p11 Bo receiv'd into the Church by 

7H TsTwy t6bmn DEN TH Is X97 "Prayer with laying on of hands ; and 
emY: owws wy. Euſeb. Hiſt Eccl: 6 og ; J \ 

L762. Aurelius Biſhop of Carthage, deter- 

mining concerning the Schiſma- 

tical Dotaniſts, orders, That ſeeing it was not lawful to 

iterate that, which was to be given 


"On 7? ipinov aegoumes NY Pt ouce, if they heartily renounced 
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EC a cas 2 2.» into that one Church, the Mother of 
oe wks Dy OS ow '*7 all Chriſtians, by laying on of hands : 
eimaydy, Conc. gen. T.2.p.1083. And the ſame care 1s taken in the 

j Eighth Canon of the firſt Council of 

Nice, which is plain it ſelf, and fo interpreted by 

Balſamon, Zonaras and Ariſtenus, and farther illuſtra- 

ted by our Learned Beverege. The ſame is atteſted on 
cor .. the part of the Latin Church, by 'S#. Auſtin, 'in his 
oo a ** "anſwer to the Epiſtle of Parmexian the Donatift, and by 
Anaſtaſii 2. E- Anaſtaſius, the Second of that Name, Biſhop of Rome, in 
rap Are: an Epiſtle to Anaſtaffus, (Emperour of Conſtantinople. 
&5 Acacianis, The care taken was only this; That the perſons 
Conc, gen. -4 ſhould be qualified according to the Canons of the 
_T Church, in that caſe provided, and that the Perſons 
ordaining ſhould be really Biſhops;which things being 
ſecured, the Ordain'd upon Readmiſſion to Catholick 
Communion, retain'd their Offices and Powers ſtill. 

- To conclude this then, If Orders be no Sacrament 
in a ſtri@ ſenſe; if the Efſence of them conſiſt only in 
Impoſition of the hands of Biſhops ; if the Greek and 
Antient Latin Church, and the moſt learned perſons 
of the Latin Commiunion,now agree in that Doctrine; 
1t the Churca of Erg/and in her firſt reform'd Rituals, 
gave as clear an Aſſignation to his particular. Office 
n £0 
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to the Perſon ordain'd, as either the Gree+ or. Roman 
Church do at preſent ; and finally, if real Hereſy or 
Schiſm, cannot annihilate Epiſcopal Sacerdotal power : 
The conſequence of all muſt be, That our Orders are 
till good and walid, and the Eftabliſhd Church of 
England, ſo far at leaſt a true and ſound Member of the 
Catholick Church of Chriſt. 
And now it were no difficult Matter, to retort the 
Objeation againſt our Adverſaries, and prove the in- 
validity of their Orders, upon the Principles and 
Pratices of their own Church. For, 
I. They tell us, That it's the Intention of the Prieſt,not 
the Form or Matter of Inſtitution, that makes the Sacra- 
ment:Sathat tho a Man be ordain'd a Prieſt or a Biſhop 
with all the Ceremonies of the Pontifical, and by a 
Biſhop with thoſe very words now made uſe of in the 
Exhibition of the Veſſels ; yet if the Biſhop minds not 
what he's about, or intend not to do whar the Church 
intends, the Ordain'd remains ſtill without either 
Character or Power, by which means it one Biſhop 
has but once fail'd in the Collation of Orders, they 
run down, for ought they know, 7 infinitum, without 
any due Conſecration; and ſince humare Frailties 
are ſo many, and the Artifices of Hci! {o incellant and 
prevailing, as we mult needs have a great many Doubts 
naturally grow upon us, concerning the [n?cn?ions 
of thoſe whoſe lives we ſee Ex!ravagzant and Impinus ; 
ſo from thence we neceſlarily deduce an Infinity of 
Uncertaintys. If this Conceipt were only the Caprice of 
ſome wild Head, it were the lefs conſiderable : But it's 
the determination of their orac/ous Council of Trent, g; 3:14 
that If any ſhall ſay there is not required in Miniſters, ric, in oy 
ris, dum Sa- 
cramenta conficiunt & conferunt, non requiri intentionem ſaltem factendi quod facit Ec- 
cleka, Anathema ft. Sefſiv. 7. Can. 11, * 
wWy/1C 
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while they Conſecrate and diſpence the Sacraments, ay 
Intention at leaſt of doing what the Church does, Let that 
Perſon ſo ſaying be accursd : And the Annotators up- 
on the Plantin Edition of that Council, refers us to 
the Decrees of Enugenius the 4th. in the Florentine 
Council, where we are taught, That the Sacraments 


Omnia Sacramenta tribus perfictuntur, 
videlicet, Rebus tanquam Materia, Ver- 
bis tanquam Forma, 8& Perſona Mi- 
niſtri conferentis Sacramentum, cum 
intentione faciendi quod facit Eccleſia 3 
quorum fi aliquod defit,non perficit Sa- 
cramentum. Inſtrudt. ad Armenos. Conc. 


gens T,. 13. Þ. 535. 


are perfeited by three things; B 
outward Signs, as the Matter, J, 
Words, as the Form; and by the Per- 


fon of the Miniſter diſpenſing the 


Sacrament, with an intent ion of do- 
ing that which the Church does ; of 
which three things, if any one be 
wanting, there can be no Sacrament, 


It were an eaſie work to confute this Opinion, as be- 


Sacramenta miniſtrati poſſunt a bonis 
& 43 malis, a fidelibus & infidelibus, in- 
fra Ecclefiara & extra 3 quia fi diſpenſa- 
ri poſlint tantum a bonis, nullus effet 
certus de ſuſceptione Sacramenti, cum 
aullus fit certus de bonitate Miniſtri, 
ficur nec de propria, 8 ita oporteret 
ſemper iterari, & malitia unjus prexju- 
dicaret alienx ſaluti, Lindwood. Conſtit. 
frov. 1, 1. tit.7.gl. fro quibus citat B. Thom. 
Edit. Oxon. 1679, Intra Catholicam 
Eccleſfiam, in Myſterio Corporis & 
Sanguinis Domini, nihil a bono ma- 
jus, nihil a malo minus perficitur Sa- 
cerdote, quia ron 1n merito Conſecra- 
tis, ſed in verbo perficitur Creatoris & 
virtute Spiritus Santi. Decreti p.2.C-1s 
Du. 1. citat, ex Aug#rino contra Epiſt. 
Parimnen, {. 2 


ing both Unſcriptural and Irra- 
tional ; and how it thwarts the 
Doctrine of ſome great Men of 
your own, may be ſeen by thoſe 
Paſſages in the Margin ; but as they 
aflert it, it is Argumentum ad FHt- 
mines; the conſequence of which 
we knaw well enovgh, the 7rath 
we ſhall leave them to make good 
as well as they can. But, if we 
look upon Conſecration to Church 
Offices only as an Holy Ordinance, 
but no Sacrament : We may then 
challenge the Church of {Rome as 
introducing a Ne/ity in their Or- 


ders, by ſo notorious a deviation from the Examples 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, from the Methods of the 
Axcient Univerſal Church, and from their own Au- 
thentick Conſtitutions ; to prove which Crime of theirs, 


we 


(27) 
we may recur to thoſe Authorities before inſiſted on: 
From which we learn, That Impeſition of Hands was 
the only Eſſence of Orders ; that their modern Cere- 
monies are meer Innovations, and, as by them usd, 
ſhameful Corruptions of the firſt Inſtitution : For tho' 
we allow that Power to the Govermrs of every true 
Chriſtian Church, to add ſome ſignificant Ceremontes 
to a Divine Ordinance (provided they are neither 
Indecent, Superſtitious nor Troubleſome, and therefore 
might paſs by that addztion of touching the Conſecrated 
Veſſels among other little Fooleries of that Church ;) 
Yet ſince they have fixt the Eſſence of that Ordinance, 
in that touching of thoſe Veſſels, and have made Im- 


poſition of Hands, rather an impertinent Formality, 


than a matter of Neceſlity,: as may appear from that 
of Gregory the Ninth, In fragmentis Decretalium ; we 
cannot but conclude, that they have gone beyond all 
bounds of Jaſt Eccleftaſtical Authority. For in that 
Decree. as-it's plain, that Impoſition of Hands is made 
2 meer non-eſſential Circumſtance ; ſo it infers a 
Power in perſons Ordaind, to exe- 


cute their Functions in all parts, 
as occaſion requires, .-withour it;,; 
for it lays no prohibition on. them, 
and yet orders the ſupplying of all 
defects only ar Canonical times, 
the Interſtices of which, are long 
enough to admit various exerti- 
ons of Dziaconal or Sacerdotal Pow» 
er. Nor does the Gloſs upon this 


Presbyter & Diaconus cum ordinantur 
-Manus impoſitionem tactu corporal, r- 
'tuab Apoſtolis introdufto, recipiune ; 
-Quod ft omifſum fuerit, noa c| atiqua- 
.tenus 1terandum, ſed ſtatuto rempore ad 

hujuſmodi Ordines conferendos. cau- 

te ſupplendum quod per errorem exti- 
ie pretermilum. Concil. general. Þ. rt. 

P- 384-C. 52. Epiſt. a4 Archiepie(c. Lond, 

In margine Jero decretalium melizs legitur, 

Lugdunetiſem. 


part of the Canon Law help the matter at all, though 
it be clog d with a Superfztation of Notes : For tho' 
the firſt be, That a Deacon and Presbyter ought to be 
Ordaind by Impoſition of Hands ; the ſecond, that 

E 2 that 


_  —_— 


m—— 


Notts r. Qudd Presbyter & Diaconus 
per manus Impoſitionem debet Or dina- 
ri. Item Nota, Quod Ordinatio Sa- 
eerdotis & Diaconi, 1ntroduCta eſt ex- 
emple Apoſtolorum. Item nota, quod 
idem eft in parte quod in toro- Item, 
Quad duo imperfeCta faciunt unum per- 


( 28) 
that manner of Ordination is deduc'd 
from Apoſtolical example ; yet ſure 
it's concluded, that there's the 
ſame virtue in a Semi-Ordination,as 
in our Compleated, and that two Tn- 
perfels makes one Perfetf. We 


ſectum. Decretal. Greg, 1. 1: Tit. 16. cannot deduce any thing from the 
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Bonacina. D.$. 
4-2 punto 3, 


Quz ab homine Ordinata ſunt, ab ho- 


. Eadid. Lugd. 1671. 


whole, but That an Ordinance un- 
queſtional'y ſacred, and of Divine Original, is ſo far 
perverted by theſe of the Roman Church, as ts have 
loſt its Nature ; which concluſion we may be the 
more confirm'd in, if we obſerve that Aſſertion of 
ſome Modern Caſuiſts, That where by any Miſtake it 
has ſo happend, that the Perſon to be Ordaiwd, did not 
touch both the Patten and Chalice with that exaftneſs re- 
quir d by the Roman Rubrick ; or where it is rationally 
doubted, whether they did touch them or nat, there they 
ought to be Ordain'd again, the former Ceremonies being 
wholly In{ignificant: Which ſtrange Aeight of Apoſtolical 
Prattice, and weight laid upon this xew rvention, 1 
can no way reconcile to that Poſition of Alexander 
Alenfis, Thoſe things which are order d by Men, may be 
alter d by Men; but thoſe which are 


mine poſſunt mutari, quz autem 4 Deo inſtituted by God, may not be chang- 
inftituca ſunt, non niſi ditante Deo de- ee but by the Command of the ſame 


bent mutari1. 
AMemb. 1. 2. 


Decret.p.2.C.1. 
qQ. £-C.51.Hi qui 
C.52. $7 quis. 


ogy Sun. P. 4 + 9 God. Beſides, as to Sacraments 

os: they tell us, They muſt be admini- 
fired In Forma Eccleſiz, or that otherwiſe they are in- 
effetual, What Church then muſt that be, according 
to whoſe Form Orders muſt be conferr'd ? Muſt it be 
the Ancient or Modern Church of Rome > The 
Queſtion is Reaſonable, ſince they have varied from 
themſelves ſo much; for we can find no Weſtern Ritu- 
al mentioning the Touch of the Veſſels, for the _ 

ine 


( 29 ) 
Nine hundred years after Chriſt : If at laſt the Ording- 
tion of Paſtors in the Church of God, be inſtituted þy 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and if the manner how thoſe 
firſt Church-Governors collated Holy Orders, be ex- 
preſs'd on Sacred Writ: Then thoſe who have varied 
ſo much from their Preſcriptions, and yet pretend to 
confer the fame Divine Grace ſtill, have to the vt- 
moſt of their Power evacuated both the Diaconal and 
Sacerdotal Offices within their own Church ; and if 
urged ſeverely with their own Principles, muſt ap-* 
pear at beſt but an Embryo, au unſhaped ad incompleat 
Church, their Prieflhood, Sacraments and. Government, 
falling at once to the ground. 

2.]t's obvious to any to obje to them,7hat Laying 
om of hands, without uſing any Words at all, whereby the 
meaning, of that attion ſhould be gueſt at,is a Ceremony of 
y Conſequence at all : Yet the very Eſſence of Orders, 
according to their Schoolmen before cited, conſiſts in 
ſuch a mute Impoſition of hands ; by which it appears, 
That the Sacrament of Orders, as they call it, is of a 
very different Nature from all the reſt : For ſhould 
the Prieſt Anoint a Man with Oy!, tho in a Dying 
State, and fay nothing ; who would call it Extreme 
Union > Who would dream that the Prieſt Baptiz'd 
every Man whom he ſhould Sprinkle Water oz, unleſs 
he usd the words of In/titution? And we conclude, That 


thoſe of the Roman Communion, would ſcarce believe , 


the Bread and Wine Tranſubſtantiated into the Body-and 
Blood of Chriſt, by the bare Contatt of the Prieſts Fland, 
without thoſe powerful Words Zoc enim eft- Corpus 
mean ; the words being as Eſſential to the Sacrament, 
25 the Elements, or the particular action of the Prieſt. 
Now if a Biſhop lay his hand upon my Head, and iay 
nothing, who knows whether it be to give me = 
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Bleſſing, to confirm me after Baptiſm, to Conſecrate 
me to lome ſacred Employ ; or whether 1t were not 
an ation purely accidental,. or a mark of ſome per. 
ſonal kindneſs to me? For a Biſhop, as a Biſhop, may 
intend by ſuch anaQion any one of theſe things, as 
well as Ordination : It's true, they have ſome cir- 
cumſtantials and appendages in their preſent Rituals de- 
monſtrative enough, but thoſe may be omitted, and 
a perfettly mute Impoſition of hands be made uſe of a- 
lone, as teing only Eſſential to the thing deſign'd x 
for if the Eſſentials of an Ordinance be us'd, the Circum- 
ſtances can add nothing to its Perfettion or Imperfeitjon : 
So the Roman Church allows Baptiſm of Infants a com- 
pleat Sacrament, when adminiſtred by ſuch perſons 
who have no Authority to Conſecrate the Elements, 
or by Prieſts in ſuch ſtreights of time, as render their 
Conſecration impradticable. If we thould grant what 
ſome would fain perſwade us, That Impoſitzon of hands, 
and touching the Veſſels, are both Eſſential to Ordinati- 
en : Notwithſtanding this, As when they allow Bread 
aud Wine both as Eſſentials to the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, yet they eſteem it enough, to admint- 
ſter that Sacrament-z# one kind-to all Communicants; 
{oit may-upon the fame grounds be determin'd ſufli- 
cient, to give Orders only by one Mean, the virtue 
ot theother Eſſential being ſupposd to be in that one 
by Coxcomitancy + But a Ceremony wholly ſilent, 1s 
fo very unintelligible co the vulgar, that though 
they could be brought to apprehend its general mean- 


ing, Yet unleſs there were ſo many different Modes of 


laying on of Flands, it were 4mpoſiible for them to 
diſtinguiſh between Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, to 
the great trouble and diſlatisfaction 'of thoſe, who 
among a thouſand Doubts and Uncertainties, muſt 
pare 
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artake of the Ordinances of God by their hands : 
And this defet themſelves are ſo ſenfible of, that 
though Impoſition of hands be only a dumb Circum- 
ance, yet when the Yeſſels are exhibited, in which 
ARion they now generally fix the Eſſence of Orders, 


the Biſhop ordaining uſes a particular Form expreſſive 


of the Office then conterrd. Bur it is 

3. Sucha Form, as if well examin'd, would leave us 
more at a loſs for tlie validicy of their Prieſthood, 
than all their precedent ſilence, 7ake tho# Power, &c. 
where it would give us very great ſatisfaction, if they 


would inform us, what kind of Sacrifices their Prieſts. 


offer, Whether Typical, and ſo Carnal and Seufible, Or 
elſe Spiritual : If Spiritual, we know of none ſuch 


relating to their publick Duties, but Prayers and- 


Praiſes, in their largeſt extent Spiritual Sacrifices in- 


deed, acceptable to Ged through Feſus Chriſt : We know r Pet. x. ;, 


of none concerning them in private, but ſuch as all 
Chriſtians may offer as well as Prieſts, Preſenting their 


Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, Rom, 12. +. 


which is their reaſonable Service. It their Sacrifices 
are Typical, by whom were they Inftituted ? Or what 
are they Types of? If of the Meſſiah to come, their 
Prieſthood muſt be either Judaic or Pagan, whoſe va- 
rious Sacrifices, either more exprefly, as command- 
ed by God, or more darkly, as taken up from A4rg«- 
meats cf Gratitude, or from Initation, were their great 
expreſſions of their Hope of a Meſſiah to come, or 
of ſome extraordinary Proviſions of Immenſe Good- 
neſs, for the Worlds Redemption from that .prodigi- 
ous Corruption it was immerſt in: It their Prie/thood 
be ſuch, they muſt no more pretend to be an Evan- 
gelical, much leſs the one Holy Catholick Church, If 
their Sacrifices be 7ypes of the Meſſiah already come, 
they 


Heb. ro. To, 
I2,14, 18. 


(-32 ) 


they are the Propheſies of things long (ince paſt, and juſt 
as good Senſe. It they inftance in the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, we believe that to be in Euchariſti- 
cal Commemorative Sacrifice, of which as oft as we par- 
take worthily,we preſent a juſt Offering of Thankful- 
neſs to G: d, for the infinitely meritorious Death and 
Paſſion of our Saviour ; and this Sacrifice is ſtill: pure- 
ly Spiritual. But if they would perſwade us, That in 
that Euchariſt, the real, natural and ſubſtantial Body of 
the incarnate Son of God is broken as upon the Croſs: that 
the ſame Blood which then ran in his veins, is attually 
ſhed as by the Nails and Spear : That every Prieſt as 
oft as He conſecrates the Elements, does ſo break his 
Body and ſhed his Blood, and then offer them in Sacrifice 
to God the Father : We believe no ſuch Sacrifice can 
be now offered. The Fewiſh Sacrifices grew needleſs, 
when Chriſt had offer'd himſelf, not as they had been 
uſeleſs before, but as they had relation to him : As 
their Sacrifices were no longer requird, fo no Prieſts 
were needful to attend them : And this is the Argu- 
ment us'd by the Author of the Epiſtle ts the Hebrews, 
when having aſſerted the Imperfection of Judaic Sa- 
crifices, the impollibility that the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats ſhould take away ſin ; he ſhows us how FJeſaus 
"Chriſt (to whom he applies thoſe words of David, 
Sacrifices and Burnt Offerings thou would/t not, Gc.) 


"takes away the uſe sf thoſe Sacrifices, that he may 


evidence the abfolute neceſſity and validity of his 
own, by which he fatisfy'd and accomplith'd the will 


of God. By which will we are Sanitified, through the 


offering of the Body of Feſus Chriſt once for all : Again, 

This Man after He had offer d one Sacrifice for Sins, He 

fate down for ever on the Right Hand of God. And, By 

one offering he has perfeded for ever them that are is 
ed, 


(33) 


fed, Now Chriſtians ogg + believe, That Chrift 
by this one offering of himſelf, obtained remiſfjon of furs 
for all them that Believe; and then the Apoſtles con- 
ſequence is very natural, Where remiſſion of theſe 1, 
there is no 'more offering for fin, if no more offering for fins, 
then none at all, and then no need of fuch ſacrificing 
Priefts. Nor has Eftius at all prov'd the neceſſity of 
the Continuance of fuch propitiatory Sacrifices, not- 
withſtanding that great one of our Saviour upon the 
Crofs, who indeed was the only acceptable High 
Prieſt, who had power to offer ſo perfect a Sacrifice. 
It might be added, That the drajuax]&- 2veis, the [ucru- 
entim Sacrificinm of the Antients agrees very ill with 
this Tranſuh/tantiated Cerportal Sacrifice , but well 
enough with the notion of a Commemorative and Spi- 
titwaloue. We might urge that of the learned Owghtram, 
concerning the Eſſential difference between that of 
Maron and the Evangelion! Priefihond, That :Aarons 
office'asa Macrificing Prieſt, was to manage the affairs 
of Men with God, according to that of the Author to 
the £febrews, Bvery High Pricft taken from among, 


Mex is ordaind for Men in things appertaluing to God, Heb. 5. z: 


that he 1may uffer both gifts awd Sacrifices for men: 
Whefteas the buſineſs of 'the Apoſtles and their; Suc- 
ceſlors in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, is co manage 
the buſineſs of Gbd with Men, according to that of 


St. Paul to:the Corimtbrens, © We are Ambaſſators of , Gor. 5, +6. 


* Chrift, us 'tho God lid befeech you by ns, we pray 
in Chriſts ſtead that you would be reconciled unto 
* Gbd: St, Paw fpeaks of himſelf as areal Sacri- 
"icing Prieſt, upon aceountof his offering-np the Gett- 
' tiles 0 God, who were acceptable becauſe Sanitzfied þ... 
E by the 'FolyGhoft ; but in the fame place he calls :7. 
'bunfelf \not the Miniſter of the Gentiles to Chriſt, 
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(534.) 
© but- the Miniſter of: Chrift to the: Gentiles; and 
< therefore it's obſervable,” That Evanzelical Miniſters 


Oughtram. de « 4... 10 where in Scripture calld Tezgd9; . or *Agyepes, 


Sacnl. 7. I; Go &« 


19, 


with relation to any -ſ\uch Corporeal” Sacrifices as 
* the Jews: offer d, it. not 'beipg. the. Miniſtry of 
* the Apoſtles, .but the-Prieſthovd of. Jeſus Chriſt, 
* that ſucceeded - in the room. of Aarons, But the 
profecution of theſe. things would carry us too far 
beyond the bounds of the .preſent Controverſie 3 
only from thewhole it will follow, 7hat. the Sacri- 
ficivg Priefts: of the Roman' Church; by deſerting the 
5, nditfls wave: ysCirrgt'to bis 'Apoſtles, \are indeed 
relags'd ints Frdaifſm, or worſe +. By which means their 
boaſted Succeſſion'is quite broken off; 'to' the ruine of their 
Churches Catholiciſm ; if,:as' they tell us, a Succeſſion 
of  Chriſtran Prieſts and Biſhops be one neceſſary mark 
of ſth a Church, ! 990 loom oth F 

And now we' have-reaſon ''to-admire'ithe Goodneſs 
of Almighty:God | who, as 'He made" the-Jews:the bit 
tereſt Enemies of our Saviour, the preſervers of thoſe 
Sacred Oracles which confirmed his Meſtahſhip, and by 


't Cl +63. + 


= ther y\ aS\Iy/twmirrs;* Beliverd. down: thoſe Holy 


weitirigs tous Gorrztes, ito:our Convidtion, itho the 
hag no ſuch'effes upon. that Obdarate:iPerople ; b 
he: -has' made the! Charch.:i of + Rome, 'the Conveyancer 
of a Truly, Apoftolical "Hieratchy' down to ns, tho 
they have-almoſt loſt .it among themſelves: + They 
continwe .:ftiþ the '»7oepo/ition of Hands, though 
only ' as +a" Collateral: 1nd ho-efential | Ceremony, 
which. we-hope 'may: have 'other Efe&dpon them, 
than whar's agreeable to: their own Miſtakes Prin- 
ciples : But ſince their abuſe or contempt of it, 
cannot alter the Nature of . the thing it ſelf, We, 
.deducing that. Practice of mpoſition of Hands from 
gn. | them, 


(35) 


them, as they from the Apoſtles, and laying its 
due weight upon that Apoſtolical Inſtitution, with- 
out Additions or Alterations: We ;enjoy that 
Ordinance full and compleat among our ſelves, and 
enjoy that Succeſſion really, which they have fo 
long Impertinently boaſted and valued themſelves 


upon, 


